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21st July 2023
The Manager

Spectrum Planning Section

Australian Communications & Media Authority

PO Box 78

Belconnen   ACT   2616

Reference: Draft frequency coordination requirements review work program 2023–24

.

The Australian Radio Communications Industry Association (ARCIA) wishes to draw attention to a section of this document that we believe does not accurately represent the market situation. In the comments on LM08 on page 8 there is the following comment in the completed works section –
Preliminary results indicated some opportunities to reduce the frequency/distance constraints distance and, as a result, allow scope for more efficient allocation of services in congested areas. However, these opportunities are mostly limited to the assignment of simplex services, which are both low in number (with respect to duplex services) and declining in number.
We would suggest that this deserves some more consideration, our members report that there are indications of more demand for low power services as per our previous position on the move away from high power services towards low power and even very low power services. An area that appears to be showing higher levels of interest of late is for very low power simplex services in the small retail and restaurant sectors, this is as a result of the necessity for staff communications under OHS regulations and for evacuation planning.
With this in mind we would suggest that the works to continue planning options for both very low power and low services should be given a degree of priority, our members have reported that it is becoming increasingly difficult to obtain simplex and low power allocations in the highly congested areas of our major cities.

Yours sincerely,

Australian Radio Communications industry Association (ARDIA) Inc.

Ian Miller – Spectrum & Technical Coordinator.
The voice of the wireless communications industry
Australian Radio Communications Industry Association
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