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28th March 2023
The Manager

Major Spectrum Allocations Section,

Australian Communications & Media Authority,

PO Box 13112,

Law Courts   Melbourne   Vic   8010
Reference – Draft allocation and technical instruments for the 3.4/3.7GHz bands auction.

The Australian Radio Communications Industry Association (ARCIA) is pleased to have the opportunity to contribute to the discussion process involving the replanning of this spectrum band, as we represent the industry sector that has been supplying and maintaining critical communications networks for over seventy years, we believe that we can offer constructive and valid comments. In many discussion paper responses over the past decade, we have always tried to present solutions that are not specific towards any market sector, and we have always sought that any recommendations and policy directives from the ACMA remain transparent.  

In this instance we submit that as the ACMA are preparing the guidelines for the auction process for the 3.4 – 3.7 GHz bands there should be consideration given to additional items, in particular with reference to the inclusion of future AWL holdings in the 3.8 GHz band in allocation limits proposed for the spectrum licence auctions. We would strongly recommend that the allocation limits proposed should also include limits on the Area Wide Licenses that will apply to adjacent bands. It is important that to ensure that a competitive market is maintained and that the bidders for spectrum licenses cannot then make up any deficiencies in their plans by taking up AWL options to build their population profile at the expense of genuine LA-WBB opportunities. If the mobile network operators can access AWL options in addition to their existing spectrum licence allocations, it would put them at a competitive advantage and would limit access for enterprise network systems.
To ensure protection of the AWL allocations, the framework for the spectrum license allocations in this paper should also include the proposed limits on AWL allocations in order for the potential bidders to understand the overall market system that will be operating. At this stage the market for both LA-WBB and Enterprise networks is still in its infancy and with this being one of the first sections of spectrum to be made available for LA-WBB, it is essential that potential users be given time to evaluate their needs and apply for spectrum, at this point in time they are probably not even fully aware of how a private WBB network will fit in with their operations and provide efficiencies to help their businesses.

With this background, ARCIA would respectfully suggest that the following should apply and be included in the guidelines for the spectrum auctions of the bands –

1. That in line with the allocation limits outlined on page 59 of the discussion paper, where under option 1 a limit of 140 MHz of spectrum (projected as approximately 35% of the population of an area) should include any future AWL holdings in 3.8 – 4.0 GHz of that spectrum licensee, and

2. Given the limited development of LA-WBB services and design options, that there be an embargo of twelve months from the date of spectrum auction outcomes before any successful bidder is able to apply for AWL in the adjacent bands.
We realise that in some ways this could be construed as restriction of trade. However, without some protection similar to this the MNO’s would be able to access large tranches of spectrum and so present a barrier to development of the Enterprise operators of private LTE services.

With respect to the numerous questions raised in the discussion paper, we feel that we are not able to contribute any specific information that would clarify the questions raised. Our primary concern is that the proposed frameworks for LA-WBB allocations in other sections of the 3.4-4.0 GHz band not be compromised by MNO’s or other operators using AWL services to gain an advantage or limit development of Enterprise market services.
As always, we welcome the opportunity to be involved in the discussion process and we always try to recognise the competing needs of other spectrum users whilst retaining the requirement for transparency in all spectrum matters and decisions. We welcome any queries regarding the contents of this response.

Yours sincerely,

Australian Radio Communications industry Assn (ARCIA) Inc.

Ian Miller – Executive Officer 
The voice of the wireless communications industry
Australian Radio Communications Industry Association
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