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26 September 2021
Ref: ACMA-SWS Response(20210917)
The Manager

Wireless Broadband Section

Australian Communications and Media Authority

PO Box 78

Belconnen ACT 2616

To Whom it may concern, 
RE: Planning for wireless broadband use in urban areas in the 3400–3475 MHz band
Simoco Wireless Solutions is a strong supporter of the Australian Radio Industry Association (ARCIA), and further supports the details outlined in their response to the subject Options Paper.

Please refer to the enclosed Simoco Wireless Solutions’ response to the ACMA Options Paper dated September 2021.
Yours faithfully,
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Peter Scarlata
Chief Executive Officer
1270 Ferntree Gully Rd

SCORESBY VIC 3179                                                 

                                                                                       

Phone:
+61 3 9730 3800
Mobile:
+61 437 873 623
Email: 
peter.scarlata@simocowireless.com 

Web: 
www.simocowirelesssolutions.com
Simoco Wireless Solutions 
Response to Planning for Wireless Broadband Use 
in Urban Areas in the 3400–3475 MHz band

Simoco Wireless Solutions (Simoco) is a designer and manufacturer of wireless communications equipment with offices in Scoresby, Victoria.  Simoco specialises in Land Mobile Radio and other wireless technologies while offers custom and standard product solutions to commercial and public safety sectors.  

The Scoresby offices house our Research and Development team, Service, Projects, Sales, and administration.
Simoco welcomes the opportunity to comment on the ACMA Options Paper and would like to see the best outcomes for stimulating the Australian private wireless communications applications and services market. 
ACMA’s desirable planning outcomes from the discussion paper

Simoco would like to comment on ACMA’s desirable planning outcomes with respect to the ACMA’s spectrum excise recommendation (Option 4, Macro Cell, Single Operator).
1. Provide adequate protection to incumbent NBN Co services in adjacent areas. 
Simoco suggests rigorous application of the ACMA’s RALI guidelines when assigning new services to the spectrum excise.
2. Ensure NBN Co is not unreasonably constrained in its ability to deploy new and more spectrally efficient technologies in the future (e.g., moving from 4G to 5G technologies).

Simoco suggests that new technologies to be deployed are licenced to be compliant with the 3GPP standards to ensure compatibility.

3. Minimise the impact any new arrangements may have on existing 3.4 GHz spectrum licences above 3475 MHz.

Simoco suggests that new technologies to be deployed are licenced to be compliant with the 3GPP standards to ensure compatibility.

4. Maximise the utility of spectrum in urban excise areas for new wireless broadband services.
Regarding outcome number 4, Simoco questions how a single operator macro cell will maximise new wireless broadband services.  Option 3 would allow the opportunity for multiple operators establish independent services providing a broad range of applications and service types to satisfy a wider market.
Issues for comment from the discussion paper

The ACMA invites comments on the issues set out in this paper:
1. Comment is sought on the draft amendments to the s.145(4) Determination contained at Appendix B, found as a separate attachment in the key documents section of this consultation. 
a. Should additional measures be included to grandfather device registrations when minor modifications are made? 
b. If so, what minor modifications should be permitted? For example, changes that results in the same or lower horizontal radiated power for the purposes of device boundary calculations. Alternatively, changes that result in the same or smaller device boundary as originally calculated when registering a device.

Simoco has no comment on this item.

2. Comment is sought on the proposed changes to receiver spurious emission limits on 3.4 GHz spectrum licences. 

Simoco supports the proposal to align the spurious emission limits with the 3GPP standards.

3. Comment is sought on the draft amendments to RALI MS44 contained in Appendix C, found as a separate attachment in the key documents section of this consultation.

Simoco supports the proposal with no additional comments.

4. Comment is sought on the options developed for use of spectrum in urban excise areas. 
Simoco strongly prefers Option 3 as preferred option for the urban excise.  The reasoning behind this preference is as follows:
a. Option 3 provides the opportunity for many smaller organisations to operate to support specialist applications such as large warehousing, shopping precincts, mining, airports, and dockyards. These applications would benefit from high bandwidth media rich commercial office data integration.
b. Option 3 may allow for better control of interference using restricted cells, lower power, and licence terms of the apparatus licence.
c. Option 3 will stimulate local innovation by creating a space for specialist smaller private networks and application development.
5. Comment is sought on the desirable planning outcomes for use of spectrum in urban excise areas

Simoco suggests that more thought should be given to protection to existing NBN services that macro cell services may cause.   Restricted cells whether using low power, low antenna heights and effective beamforming, synchronisation, or a combination of all three could better manage interference outcomes.

6. Views are sought on the possible interference management approaches for both co-channel mechanisms (including ducting) and adjacent channel mechanisms (including adjacent band coexistence) contained at Appendix E.

As outlined above, Simoco believes that the preferred option of the ACMA would create a significant risk of interference when compared to restricted-cell models.
7. Comment is sought on the ACMA’s preliminary preferred option. Are other options proposed, and if so, why?   

Simoco believes that the best utilisation of this spectrum would be realised from Option 3 as this addresses the interference management risks and will stimulates industry to innovate and create markets and applications for private and enterprise wireless solutions.  
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